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Figure 3.1. Bone and reliable written records of European bison from mid - and late 
Holocene (= last 9 ky) in north-western Palearctic. Asterisks indicate origin of some 
Sumerian artefacts decorated with wisent depictions, crosses show Talysh and 
Elborz Mts. where unconfirmed reports on “wild forest cattle/bulls” existed from 18th 
century and earlier times. Topographic map shows biomes according to Ecoregions 
2017 © https://ecoregions2017.appspot.com/. Numbers indicate relevant biomes and 
the forest steppe transition ecoregion: 1. Boreal Forests/Taiga, 2. Temperate Broadleaf 
& Mixed Forests, 3. East European forest steppe ecoregion, 4. Temperate Conifer 
Forests (Alps and Carpathians), 5. Temperate Grasslands, Savannas & Shrublands, 6. 
Deserts & Xeric Shrublands, 7. Mediterranean Forests, Woodlands & Scrub
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Figure 3.2. Mid- to late Holocene range of Bison spp. in Eurasia. Note that the records 
in Europe and the Middle East refer to European bison (B. bonasus), while those in 
Central Asia and southern Siberia probably refer to relic populations of the steppe 
bison (B. priscus); the two bison forms were separated by an arid semidesert region 
avoided by both species.
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Figure 3.3. Artefacts with wisent representations from the Middle East. Left – solid 
copper Sumerian bison (right horn is missing), found near Lake Van, Turkey, 2.3 ky 
BC, British Museum, CC BY-NC-SA 4.0. Right - Mesopotamian marble bison statuette, 
note the depression for placement of a horn (possibly made of a different material?) 
in front of the ear, 3rd millennium BC, The Metropolitan Museum of Art, New York, 
Public Domain CC0 1.0.
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Figure 5.3. Potentially suitable European bison habitat in Poland (A), potential habitat 
patches and their level of isolation in relation to the closest extant subpopulation of 
European bison (B). Well-connected patches are candidate sites for expanding extant 
populations into metapopulations, whereas isolated patches are candidate sites for 
insurance subpopulations (after Perzanowski et al. 2019).
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